


   
 
  
  
 

 
  

 
  
 
  

success that is Big Rock Brewery – the second largest Canadian owned brewery dedicated to the 
production of a vast selection of pure malt, unpasteurized beers.  Ed credits much of the company’s 
success to the hard work and dedication of his many employees.  A true entrepreneur and philanthropist, 
Ed, leads by example having made significant contributions in support of health care, education and 
diverse initiatives that enhance the social infrastructure of our province. 
 
Senator Patrick Burns a founding member of the Calgary Exhibition and Stampede was best know for his 
political accomplishments and career as the “Cattle King” of Western Canada.  Pat was born in Oshawa 
Upper Canada on July 6, 1985.  One of 11 children born to Irish immigrants his family settled in Manitoba 
in 1878.  His humble beginnings were a far cry from the accomplishments that would combine to create 
the legacy of Senator Patrick Burns. Early in life Pat recognized the value of a dollar, the benefit of hard 
work and the hefty profit margins available from the sale of beef.  Working with railroad crews he hoarded 
his wages investing his earnings into ranching a quarter section of land he had purchased in Manitoba.  
Pat established P. Burns and Co. Ltd in Calgary in 1890 serving as President.  It grew to become one of 
the largest businesses of its kind in the world with branches in London, Liverpool and Yokohama.  In 1900 
Pat diversified his business ventures to include the Burns Coal Mine which closed in 1920.  The land the 
mine occupied is still owned by P.Burns Coal Mines Ltd. with remnants of buildings and coal still visible – 
reminders of bygone days.  In 1912 Pat was one of Albertas “Big Four” cattleman, he was called to the 
Canadian Senate in 1931, relinquishing his seat in 1936.  Senator Patrick Burns deservedly received 
many honours and awards in his lifetime and through his legacy his spirit continues to enhance our 
community in the philanthropic efforts of the Burns Memorial Trust.  Senator Burns died in Calgary on 
February 24, 1937. 
    
Complete biographies for all three men are attached and available for viewing at the Hall of Fame 
wall on the main floor of Bankers Hall East . 
 
The 2009 Laureates will be added to Calgary Business Hall of Fame wall in Bankers’ Hall and will be 
formally inducted at a gala dinner on November 4, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency in Calgary. The event will 
be hosted by CBC National News anchor Mr. Peter Mansbridge. 
       
For more information media can contact: 
Yvette Rasmussen, Director of Resource Development 
Junior Achievement of Southern Alberta, (403) 781-2579, yrasmussen@jasouthalberta.org 




